
 

 
 
Dear Applicant 
 
My name is Dr Shu Yau and I am writing to you as Programme Co-ordinator 
of the Neuroscience and Education pathway on the MSc in Education.  I am 
pleased to have offered you a place on the MSc for the coming academic 
year and want to take this opportunity to introduce myself and highlight the 
key features of the programme. 
 
At the University of Bristol, we believe in research led teaching. Hence, the 
staff members you will meet on the course are all active researchers in the classroom and in 
laboratories. In my research, I use neuroimaging tools (e.g. magnetoencephalography, 
electroencephalography and brain connectivity) to look at how children with Autism perceive the 
world around them. I put this information together with educational and psychological measures to 
understand their strengths and challenges to learning. 

 
Professor Howard-Jones is another core staff member on the Neuroscience pathway. 
He is currently researching the utility of ‘science of learning’ in improving teacher 
education. He also uses functional magnetic resonance imaging (fMRI) to investigate 
game-based learning in students. 

 
Key Features  
On the Neuroscience and Education pathway, we pride ourselves in having developed a programme 
that integrates ideas about learning from education and from the sciences of mind and brain. We 
have built in assignments and reflection points for you to draw on your own professional experiences 
while building your research knowledge in cutting edge areas of neuroscience and psychology.  For 
example, in Brain, Mind and Education, you will learn about neuroanatomy and brain function, while 
experiencing teaching strategies that draw on our scientific understanding of how the brain learns. 
This unit will give you the ‘interrogative tools’ required to access the neuroscientific literature and 
review an area of neuroscience that is of particular interest to you. There will also be opportunities 
to learn about the strengths and weaknesses in brain imaging and to carry out your physiological 
experiments in the optional unit Psychophysiological Methods in Education. The knowledge and skills 
you acquire from the year will culminate in your dissertation, where you can explore in depth the 
implications of neuroscience for learning and education within a topic of your choice. 

Apart from lectures, there are also many opportunities to attend talks and workshops hosted by the 
School and the wider University, including Bristol Neuroscience. We also have time for social 

https://www.bris.ac.uk/unit-programme-catalogue/UnitDetails.jsa?ayrCode=18%2F19&unitCode=EDUCM5404
https://www.bris.ac.uk/unit-programme-catalogue/UnitDetails.jsa?ayrCode=18%2F19&unitCode=EDUCM0071
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/education/events/
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/neuroscience/


activities. I hope you don’t mind me sharing some of the comments that last year’s students made 
(anonymously) about the course: 

“High-quality master's programme!! Excellent staff and high-quality services.” 

“I really liked the way the programme helped develop research skills.” 

“Even before coming to the UK the student services office provided me valuable help with 
many things. During my studies, all the staff have always been there to help with everything 
they could.” 

We are confident that you will enjoy the academic (and personal) challenges in undertaking the 
Neuroscience and Education course in Bristol, and we look forward to guiding your intellectual growth. 
 
In order to support preparations for your arrival please bookmark our ‘New Student Webpages’.   
These webpages will contain information and reminders on pre-arrival tasks to support your academic 
study. 
 
If you have any questions about the programme or would like any support in helping you prepare for 
your programme, please do contact us. 
 
With best wishes, 

 
Shu Yau 
 
Dr Shu Yau 
MSc Education (Neuroscience and Education) Co-ordinator 
School of Education 
University of Bristol 
 
 
If you are not already following us on Twitter we recommend you do so.  This is a great way to start 
becoming part of the SoE community and we would love to hear from you on your reasons for 
applying, aspirations and preparations for arrival by using the #MySOEBristol and tagging us 
@SoEBristol.  
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